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Common Assessment Task 

Work Requirements: 
• The Common Assessment Task will comprise one (1) short written text  

• This task requires an individual response by each student 

Assessment Type:   
• Short Response 

Criteria being assessed:   
• Criterion 4: Elements 1, 3, 5 and 6 

Suggested conditions:  
• This task should take learners approximately 2.5 hours in total for creation of response.  

• Submitted as either handwritten or word processed 

 

Task Description: 

Recount  
This task is about learning to recount the main ideas of a short story. 

• A recount is a piece of text that retells past events, usually in the order in which they happened. 

• The purpose of a recount is to give your audience a description of what occurred and when it 
occurred. 

What you need to do: 

1. Create a story map to collect information from your text about who, what, where, when and how. 

Story title 

Setting 

Where? 

When? 
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Main Characters – Who  

 

 

 

What happened? 

Event 1  

Event 2 

Event 3 

 

Conclusion – what did you think about the story. 

 

 

 

2. Write a recount using the information you have collected.  

3. Do this by writing your information in sentences and organising it in the following way. 

• Your first paragraph has background information about who, what, where and when. 

• Your next paragraphs retell the events in the order in which they happened. 

• In your final paragraph make a personal comment about the story. 

 

Make sure you use  

• proper nouns to identify the names of the people involved in the story 

• descriptive words to give details about who, what, when, where and how 

• Use the past tense to retell events 
 

 

Teacher use only - What needs to be submitted for assessment? 

Students respond to the task in a separate document. 
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