
Prevention Treatment

Antibiotics are used to treat whooping cough.
For more information use this QR code:

The best protection against whooping cough is
vaccination.
This vaccine has reduced the rate of illness and
hospital stays from whooping cough in Australia.

Vaccination prevents most cases of serious
illness caused by whooping cough. It also
reduces the number of cases of whooping cough
in the community. This will protect people who
are young or unable to get vaccinated.

Key Points
Whooping cough is a contagious illness caused by bacteria Bordetella pertussis.
The cough can last for months and may have a 'whoop' sound.
Whooping cough can cause serious health problems in babies.
Vaccination is the best protection against whooping cough.
Pregnant women and adults who have contact with babies should get a booster vaccine.

School Attendance
The recommended school exclusion period is 5 days after starting antibiotics, or 21 days from

the beginning of their cough.

Whooping cough is a bacterial infection that spreads from one
person to another. It causes severe episodes of coughing.
The 'whoop' refers to the sound you may make if you take a
quick breath between coughs.
Pertussis, or the 'hundred-day cough', are other names for
whooping cough.

This information is for educational purposes only and is not a substitute for professional medical advice and
is adapted from Healthdirect Australia.
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https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/antibiotics
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/school-exclusion-periods
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/school-exclusion-for-health-reasons
http://healthdirect.gov.au/whooping-cough
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