School Sores

What are School sores?

Impetigo is a very common skin infection that causes

sores and blisters. It affects mainly children. It's

sometimes called ‘school sores’.
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Key Points
« Impetigo usually affects young children, as the infection can easily spread in places
such as schools and childcare centres -this is why it is sometimes called ‘school

sores’.

« Your doctor can diagnose impetigo by looking at your sores and may also take a swab

to test for bacteria.

« Impetigo is usually treated with antibiotics in the form of a cream, ointment, tablets or
syrup, depending on the severity of the condition.

School Attendance
Students are welcome back to school 48 hours after treatment or once sores have dried and healed.
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Prevention

N

Treatment

To minimise the risk of impetigo spreading, it's
best to:
« avoid touching the sores
« wash your hands regularly, especially after
applying cream to the sores
« avoid sharing anything that comes into
contact with your skin, such as face cloths,
towels, clothes and bath water you should
have no body contact for 3 days with items
\that cannot be washed or put in the sun

To treat school sores, you will need medication
from a doctor. For more information use this
QR code:

healthdirect.gov.au/impetigo
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This information is for educational purposes only and is not a substitute for professional medical advice and

is adapted from Healthdirect Australia.
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https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/school-exclusion-for-health-reasons
https://www.healthdirect.gov.au/impetigo
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