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National Quality Standard in
DoE Kindergartens

The National The NQS is made up of seven quality areas:
Quality Standard
(NQS) is recognised
as the benchmark
for quality early
years’ education
and care service
provision across
Australia

Educational program and practice
Children’s health and safety
Physical environment

Staffing arrangements
Relationships with children

Collaborative partnerships with
families and communities

Governance and leadership
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Quality Area I: Educational program and practice

I.I Program:
The educational program enhances each child's learning and development.
This Standard contains 3 elements that guide practice

.2 Practice:
Educators facilitate and extend each child’s learning and development.
This Standard contains 3 elements that guide practice

I.3 Assessment and Planning:

Educators and co-ordinators take a planned and reflective
approach to implementing the program for each child.
This Standard contains 3 elements that guide practice
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NQS Quality Area 2: Children’s health and safety
Quality Area 3: Physical environment
Each child’s health, safety and wellbeing are
prioritised and promoted. 3.1 Design:

The design of the facilities is appropriate for the operation of a school.
This Standard contains 2 elements that guide practice

3.2 Use:

The school environment is inclusive, promotes competence and
supports exploration and play-based learning.

This Standard contains 3 elements that guide practice
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NQS Quality Area 4: Staffing arrangements

Children’s learning
and development
is supported
and enhanced
by responsive
and qualified
educators.
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Quality Area 5: Relationships with children

5.1 Relationships between educators and children:
Respectful and equitable relationships are maintained with each child.
This Standard contains 2 elements that guide practice

5.2 Relationships between children:

Each child is supported to build and maintain sensitive and
responsive relationships.

This Standard contains 2 elements that guide practice
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Quality Area 7: Governance and leadership

7.1 Governance:

Effective governance supports the operation of a quality school. "ﬁ

This Standard contains 3 elements that guide practice

7.2 Leadership:
Effective leadership builds and promotes a positive

organisational culture and professional learning community.

This Standard contains 3 elements that guide practice

For further information on the NQS and its application in DoE Kindergartens refer ~
to the Guide to the National Quality Standard for Tasmanian Government Schools, or

Visit: Www. .gov.au/ngf/national-
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