
 

 

 

 
 

Department of Education  

  

Frequently Asked Questions  
 

The content on this page may be distressing for some people. Information on where to seek 
support is at the bottom of the page.  

If anyone has information in relation to child sexual abuse, they are strongly encouraged to 
contact Tasmania Police on 131 444. 

Supporting children and young people is our number one priority. If children, young people 
and their families need support in relation to this matter, please contact your school. 

The below FAQs have been designed to address questions or concerns you might have after 
reading the Final Report. 

 

What is this Inquiry and the Final Report? 
In 2020, the Tasmanian Government announced an Independent Inquiry into the Tasmanian 
Department of Education’s Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The Inquiry is part of an ongoing 
commitment to keeping all children and young people in our schools, libraries and Child and Family 
Learning Centres safe and supported. 

It involved an expert-led and independent assessment of the Department of Education 
(Department), examining past and present systems and processes that are relevant to preventing 
and responding to child sexual abuse.  

The Final Report makes 20 recommendations. It provides the Department with practical steps to 
continue to improve and will complement, not substitute, the recommendations from the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 
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Who undertook the report and why were they chosen? 
The Tasmanian Government appointed two international experts to lead the Independent Inquiry 
into the Tasmanian Department of Education’s responses to child sexual abuse, Professors Stephen 
Smallbone and Tim McCormack.  

• Professor Smallbone is Professor Emeritus at the Griffith Criminology Institute. His research 
and practice have been primarily concerned with understanding and preventing sexual 
violence and abuse and he has published several books on matters relating to child sexual 
abuse. In recent years, he has been working directly with child-serving organisations to help 
them develop effective safeguarding cultures, policies and practices. Professor Smallbone has 
lived in Tasmania since 2018.  

• Professor McCormack is a Professor of International Law at the University of Tasmania and 
a Professorial Fellow at Melbourne Law School. He is also the Special Adviser on War 
Crimes to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court in The Hague. Professor 
McCormack has specialised in the Law of Armed Conflict and in International Criminal Law 
and is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Law. He grew up in Burnie and attended 
Burnie Primary School, Parklands High School and Hellyer College. 

What does this mean for my child and their school? 
Understandably, this may be distressing information, particularly for parents, carers and families of 
current students. As a Department, the safety of all children and young people in our Child and 
Family Centres, schools and libraries is, and always will be, our top priority. 

As an organisation, we welcome the findings of the Inquiry and will continue to work hard to learn 
from wrongs of the past and put in place measures to keep the children and young people in our 
care safe from the harm of abuse. The views and voices of our children and young people will be 
front and centre in this. 

Is the information about the cases involved in this report historical, or 
does it relate to current schools and staff? 
Some information in this report dates back to the 1960s and does not reflect the current situation 
in our schools, Child and Family Learning Centres or libraries. However, we do not shy away from 
the fact that there is more we can do to ensure children and young people in our care are safe from 
the harm of abuse. We are committed to providing environments that protect children and young 
people. 

Why was it necessary to have the Inquiry? 
We know that, tragically, our past failings have resulted in the sexual abuse of children and young 
people in Tasmanian government schools, and their subsequent hurt and trauma. We are deeply 
sorry for this and are committed to doing everything we can to protect all children and young 
people in Department settings from the future harm of abuse.  

We are committed to taking real action on student safety. The detailed, tailored recommendations 
from the Inquiry provide a practical basis for us to take further action and continue to improve.  
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What is the difference between this Inquiry and other inquiries into child 
sexual abuse?  
The Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse was a five-year national 
inquiry into institutional responses to child sexual abuse and related matters. It looked at a wide 
range of institutions, Australia-wide. The Commission released its Final Report on 15 December 
2017. The Department has accepted all 23 education-related recommendations from the Royal 
Commission and has been working to address these since 2018. 

The Commission of Inquiry into Tasmanian Government Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in 
Institutional Settings is currently investigating the responses of all Tasmanian Government Agencies 
in relation to the management of historical allegations of child sexual abuse. It is expected to be 
completed in late 2022. 

In contrast, the Independent Inquiry into the Tasmanian Department of Education’s Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse (Inquiry) was asked to examine in detail the Department’s past and present 
systems relevant to preventing and responding to child sexual abuse (including things like legislation, 
regulatory system, policies, guidelines, and protocols). It was established with a very clear purpose: 

• to examine what, if any, additional actions and/or changes to the current systems applicable 
to, or utilised by, the Department should be made to minimise the risk of child sexual abuse 
within Tasmanian government schools, and 

• to complement (not substitute) the previous work of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  

How can I be sure that things are changing for the better? 

All children and young people have a right to be safe and free from harm in our Child and Family 
Centres, schools and libraries. 

While it is pleasing to note that the Inquiry Report acknowledges the Department’s culture and 
leadership has ‘changed for the better, particularly over the last decade,’ we know there is always 
more to be done. 

The Office of Safeguarding Children and Young People has been established within the Department 
to continue this work explicitly, building a culture where the protection of children is everybody’s 
responsibility. We are prioritising the implementation of all recommendations from this Inquiry, 
building on the holistic approach we already take to protect the wellbeing of children and young 
people in all our settings. 

We are continuing to embed a culture where the protection of children is everyone’s responsibility.  

Why can’t I see a full copy of the Final Report?  
The Final Report contains information, personal details and experiences of a number of individuals 
who met with the authors of the Report. Due to the way the inquiry was conducted, and the 
confidential basis in which a range of individuals engaged with the authors, there are legal 
impediments to releasing parts of the Inquiry Report. As these individuals did not necessarily give 
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permission for their information to be shared or made public, we need to respect their privacy and 
protect their right to share their experiences, if they wish to do so.  

How is the Department of Education responding to the recommendations 
of the Final Report?  
This Report provides the Department with practical steps to continue to improve our practices and 
provide children and young people with the strongest possible safeguards from the harm of abuse. 
Our work to implement all recommendations is our strongest focus, alongside finalising 
implementation of recommendations from the Royal Commission into Institutional Reponses to 
Child Sexual Abuse and the nationally agreed Child Safe Standards. We will ensure that we are an 
exemplary child safe organisation. 

We have already begun implementing the recommendations from the Report, taking immediate 
action to appoint Liz Jack as Executive Director, Safeguarding Children and Young People, in a 
newly created Senior Executive Service role approved by the Premier. Liz is now leading 
implementation of the Inquiry recommendations through a newly established Office of Safeguarding 
Children and Young People. The Department is fully committed to making its systems, policies, 
processes and procedures stronger, and embedding a culture where child safety is everyone’s 
responsibility. It is our greatest commitment and our highest priority. 

How can the Tasmanian community have confidence that the 
Department of Education is taking this seriously? 
We are deeply sorry for the historical abuse that happened in our schools and we are committed 
to making our systems, policies, processes and procedures as solid as they possibly can be. The 
Inquiry Report provides us with a valuable independent assessment of our systems and process and 
we accept all 20 recommendations. 

Establishing the Office of Safeguarding Children and Young People is evidence of our commitment 
and our first step in implementing all recommendations of the Inquiry Report. We have already 
begun to address the other recommendations and will provide updates on our progress on the 
Department’s website. 

The work we do to improve our policies, practices and processes will require a contribution from 
everyone across our Department and beyond. We are already working in collaboration with other 
Tasmanian Government agencies and will continue to do so.  

We will also engage in an ongoing and meaningful way with children, young people, parents, carers 
and communities to do this work. We want to ensure that every child receives a quality education, 
and that they are safe, well and engaged in their learning, no matter where they are in Tasmania.  

What does ‘child sexual abuse’ mean? 
The World Health Organisation defines child sexual abuse as “the involvement of a child in sexual 
activity that he or she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or for 
which the child is not developmentally prepared, or else that violates the laws or taboos of society. 
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Children can be abused by adults or other children who are – by virtue of their age or stage of 
development – in a position of responsibility, trust, or power over the victim” (WHO, 2006). 

According to Professors Smallbone and McCormack, this definition can be further expanded to 
include things like: 

• exposure of children to improper sexual conversation, acts, or materials 

• sexual harassment, teasing, and bullying 

• producing, distributing or possessing child abuse images and other material 

• grooming, trafficking, and other sexual exploitation, and 

• ‘hands-on’ offences ranging from furtive sexual touching through to violent sexual assaults. 

‘Grooming’ is an important concept to understand. The Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse defines grooming as behaviours that manipulate and control a 
child, their family and other support networks, or institutions with the intent of gaining access to 
the child, obtaining the child’s compliance, maintaining the child’s silence, and avoiding discovery of 
sexual abuse. 

Grooming can take place in person and online and is often difficult to identify and define. This is 
because the behaviours involved are not necessarily explicitly sexual, directly abusive or criminal in 
themselves, and may only be recognised in hindsight. 

Some grooming behaviours are consistent with behaviours or activities in non-abusive relationships, 
and can even include desirable social behaviours, with the only difference being motivation. 
Perpetrators can groom children, other people in children’s lives, and institutions. 

Further information on the definition of child sexual abuse is available on the Royal Commission’s 
website.  

I’ve got other questions and would like more information from the 
Department of Education. Who can I talk to? 
Supporting children and young people is our number one priority. If you have any questions or 
would like further information, please don’t hesitate to contact us through the Office of 
Safeguarding Children and Young People, by phoning 6165 5710 or emailing 
safeguarding@education.tas.gov.au. Further information about the Department’s response to the 
Inquiry can also be found on our website. 

  

https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/media-releases/research-paper-examining-grooming-released
https://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/media-releases/research-paper-examining-grooming-released
mailto:safeguarding@education.tas.gov.au
https://publicdocumentcentre.education.tas.gov.au/library/Shared%20Documents/Department-of-Education-Responses-to-Independent-Inquiry-into-Child-Sexual-Abuse.pdf
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This Report has raised personal concerns for me. Where can I seek 
support? 
There are options for advice and support available to you, including those listed below: 

● 1800 Respect – Call 1800 737 732 or visit www.1800respect.org.au 
24/7 telephone and online crisis support, information and immediate referral to specialist 
counselling for anyone in Australia who has experienced or been impacted by sexual assault, 
or domestic or family violence. 

● Lifeline – Call 13 11 14 or visit www.lifeline.org.au 
24-hour crisis support and suicide prevention. 

● Sexual Assault Support Service Inc – 03 6231 1811/03 6231 0044 
Community based service committed to providing high quality support and information 
services to survivors of sexual assaults. 

● Beyond Blue – 1300 224 636 or visit www.beyondblue.org.au  
Mental health and wellbeing organisation supporting those affected by anxiety, depression and 
suicide.  

● Knowmore – 1800 605 762 or visit https://knowmore.org.au   
Free legal advice for survivors of institutional child sexual abuse. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.1800respect.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calex.cassidy%40education.tas.gov.au%7C0580514294004043f8e008d987c2b92f%7Ca9be3ac70c60491e8b3ba32f8f46aec8%7C1%7C0%7C637690092712336222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7qPzpAkSOy%2FMkBUZpygv3cnUA%2BSvT5zTyrLRTr%2F3IxY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lifeline.org.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calex.cassidy%40education.tas.gov.au%7C0580514294004043f8e008d987c2b92f%7Ca9be3ac70c60491e8b3ba32f8f46aec8%7C1%7C0%7C637690092712346213%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=410sRK5BWAmzwu6ogQUmYUT2%2F1cAkvvcei38OQAZt7Q%3D&reserved=0
http://www.beyondblue.org.au/
https://knowmore.org.au/
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